LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

ethical theism, and absolute idealism, is given a very
high place in the scale of higher discipline by all
mystical divines including Schleiermacher, the founder of
romanticism in theology, the man who attacked the
intellectual system of Hegel. The 'intellectual love of God',
to quote the phrase of Spinoza, is not the same as this
flowering of mystical ecstasy, but rather repudiates it.

The trance over, Paramahamsaji appeared to Vijay-
krishna for the second time and bade him go to
Hariharananda Saraswati at Benares for taking the vow
of a Sannyasin. Vijaykrishna went on foot from Gaya to
Benares. After passing through the rituals prescribed by
Swami Hariharananda, Vijaykrishna turned a Sannyasin,
putting on the ochre robe and performing his own funeral
service.  He was honoured with the new name of
Achyutananda Saraswati, according to the practice of the
Indian Sannyasins. Truly was he named Achyutananda,
for he had perennial delight only in following the path of
God.

After this Vijaykrishna stayed at Vindhyachal, and
though for a time things augured well, he soon had to
face a dire situation. The streams of life within his heart
became dry, so to say, and it seemed as though the
Cyclopean crater of his heart was constantly fed with
igneous substance. Something burned within him, sending
up tongues of flame which nothing could quench.
Paramahamsaji came for the third time, each time with
a greater solicitude for the well-being of his beloved
disciple. This is one of the most critical but necessary
period in the life of the Sadhaka, for, after the suffocating
heat of summer, when "'the lizard with his shadow on
the stone, rests like a shadow", and there is the death
of Nature, so to say, come the sweetest and health-giving
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